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KEY TERMS & DEFINITIONS
Advanced Phonics Strategies for decoding
multisyllabic words that emphasize morphology and
syllable patterns.

Automaticity Being able to do something instantly
and effortlessly, independent of conscious thought.
It is usually the result of learning, repetition, and
practice. 

Background Knowledge A collection of existing
knowledge formed through life experiences and
learning. 

Blending Joining together the sound-spellings in
words.

Decoding Translating printed words into spoken
words. Students match letters and sounds and
recognize the patterns that make up syllables and
words.

Dyslexia A difficulty with word recognition and
spelling that originates from core problems in
phonological and/or orthographic processing.

English Learner A student whose primary language
is not English but who is learning to rely on English
in classroom settings.

Evidence-Based Programs, practices, strategies or
activities that have been evaluated and shown to
improve student outcomes. 

Explicit Stated clearly and directly, leaving no room
for confusion. When used in reference to
instruction, explicit means overtly teaching a new
skill or concept through clarity of language and
purpose, demonstrations and modeling, affirmative
and corrective feedback, and varied types of
practice.

Language Comprehension The ability to
understand spoken language.

Language Structures Language structures refer to
the rules for how language is formed. Language
structures include syntax (the rules governing the
formation of sentences) and semantics (the
meaning in language).

Letter-Sound Correspondence Matching sounds
to their corresponding letters or groups of letters.

Literacy The ability to read, write, and engage with
printed and written materials in everyday life.

Literacy Knowledge Literacy knowledge includes
print awareness and text genres.

Morpheme The smallest unit of meaning in a
language.

Oral Language Spoken language. The five
components of oral language are phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.

Orthographic Mapping The mental process
readers use to store words so they can
automatically recognize them at sight. It requires
advanced phonemic awareness and letter-sound
knowledge.

Phonemic Awareness Noticing that words are
made up of individual units of sound (called
phonemes [FOH-neems]) and being able to think
about and work with the phonemes in spoken
words. For example, a student might show that they
have phonemic awareness by blending the
separating sounds of a word to say the word ("/p/ /i/
/g/ - pig.")

Phonics A method of teaching reading and spelling
by connecting the sounds of language with the
spelling patterns that represent them. Phonics
includes word analysis, morphology, and
syllabication.
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Structured Literacy  An approach to reading
instruction that is characterized by the provision of
systematic, explicit instruction that integrates
listening, speaking, reading, and writing and
emphasizes the structure of language across the
speech sound system (phonology), the writing
system (orthography), the structure of sentences
(syntax), the meaningful parts of words
(morphology), the relationships among words
(semantics), and the organization of spoken and
written discourse.

Syntax The rules for how to arrange words and
phrases to create sentences in a language.

Systematic Instruction that is systematic
introduces new skills and concepts in a logical, step-
by-step, and preplanned sequence.

The Changing Emphasis Refers to the shifting
instructional focus on the five major components of
reading as students progress toward proficiency
throughout the grade levels. 

Tier 1 The core curricular and instructional
programs and strategies in the general education
setting for all students. 

Transcription Includes letter formation,
handwriting, keyboarding, spelling, brailling,
punctuation, and spatial organization for words and
sentences. 

Verbal Reasoning The ability to access and apply
prior learning in solving language-related tasks.
Verbal reasoning includes inferencing (making sense
of information that is not explicit in the text) and
understanding figurative language.

Vocabulary The body of words known to a person.

Word Recognition The ability to transform print
into spoken language.

Phonics through Spelling Teaching students to
segment words into individual phonemes and to
make words by writing letters for phonemes.

Phonological Awareness The ability to recognize
and work with the units of spoken language,
including whole words, word parts, and phonemes.

Practice When students are asked to apply what
they have just been taught.

Reading Comprehension The ability to
comprehend written language.

Reading Fluency Reading with expression,
accuracy, and sufficient automaticity to support
comprehension of text.

Scarborough's Reading Rope A visual metaphor
for the reading and language elements needed to
become a good reader. It illustrates the
development of literacy components (represented
by each thread) over time, leading to skilled reading
comprehension. The more developed the skills, the
more tightly wound the rope, the better a student
reads.

Science of Reading A vast body of scientifically-
based research from relevant disciplines (such as
education, linguistics, psychology, neuroscience, and
more) that provides us with information about how
we learn to read and the best evidence-based
approach to literacy instruction and assessment.

Sight Recognition Being able to read a word
instantly without needing to sound it out. Research
supports teaching sight word recognition through
orthographic mapping rather through strategies
focused on visual memory.

Simple View of Reading A theoretical framework
that shows us that reading comprehension is the
product of two components- decoding and language
comprehension. If either component is weak,
reading comprehension is lessened.
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